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Amy’s Start Toward a Successful Future: 
Why is it important to talk about the future? 

 
By Amy Johnson 

 
Attending IEP Meetings 

 
When I was in 2nd through 4th grade, I started attending meetings to plan for my 
future. My mom wanted me to be involved and listen to people in my meeting. In 
the meeting, I felt so confused and overwhelmed when I listened to their 
discussions about my future. In 5th grade, I was still attending the IEP (in Texas 
they are called ARD) meetings to discuss my future and how to improve my 
education. By this time, I was very upset and still did not understand why I had to 
be involved in the meeting every year!  My mom tried to explain why I had to 
attend the meeting and why it was important, but I still did not want to attend 
the meeting. Then, later when I was in the 6th through 7th grade, I finally started 
to participate and discuss issues on how to improve my education and plan my 
future a little bit at a time. Just in case, I had my advocate there to take over and 
tell them about my classes if I needed help. 
 
 

Taking Charge of My IEP 
 

In the 8th grade I finally decided to make my own PowerPoint to show people 
who came to my meeting - what I expected in order to improve my education, 
help my future to be successful and plan my goals. Everyone in the meeting really 
enjoyed and appreciated my presentation.  I was the very first student who made 
the PowerPoint for the ARD meeting in my school at the Texas School for the 
Deaf. The teachers, staff, DARS, principal, etc. were fascinated by my PowerPoint, 
and they suggested that other students make one for their next meeting. In high 
school when I entered the 9th grade, I did the same thing as 8th grade to present 
my PowerPoint. My high school principal, DARS, staff, etc. really loved it. My 
mom was proud of me because I took over and told people what they could do to 
help my future and improve my higher education. I made a lot of goals, and I 
want to get a good life.  
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Becoming a Presenter 
 

One day my mom got a letter from a big conference. She decided to take me to 
her conference and show people my PowerPoint. I was accepted to go and do my 
presentation. They were so shocked and loved my PowerPoint. They asked me to 
send them my PowerPoint to show other students in their school. I became 
confident to present anywhere and help students to learn my PowerPoint. I want 
all students to do thing the same with a PowerPoint. I encouraged them because 
I want students to be able to show people what he/she needs to improve their 
education and make some goals so people could help her/him. If not, then 
students will not perform good in college and will struggle in their classes. 
 
 

How to make a power point 
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Amy’s Résumé 
 
I have one more thing to tell you and suggest to you. I have a resume. A resume is 
most important for your jobs and college when you apply. You can put on your 
resume what you learned and experienced, and if you participated in different 
clubs and were involved in jobs/volunteering. 
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About the Author 
 

Amy is a sophomore at the Texas School for the 
Deaf where she has a strong interest in math and 
science. She also serves as the VP for the Jr. NAD 
and Student Council and is on the volleyball, 
swim, and track teams. She loves her dogs, Boo 
and Lucy and enjoys her friends, shopping and 
travel. 

 


