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 A coordinated set of activities designed to 
be results oriented based on the child’s 
needs. 

 It should promote movement from school 
to post school activities, such as 
employment, college/university, adult 
services, etc. 



 “I was never included in any IEP type 
meeting, nobody ever explained anything…I 
was paranoid until I had a couple of older 
friends who were…ahead of me who 
explained everything. “   (student) 

 
 “I keep thinking negative thoughts.  What if I 

ask for this.  I didn’t want to be too assertive.  
I didn’t want to embarrass myself in front of 
the administration.”    (student) 

 

 
PN2 Needs Assessment, http://pepnet.org/sites/default/files/NAMASTERCOMPILEDPDF.pdf 



 Three components (by law) required in 
transition plan: 

  1.  Assessment 
  2.  Goals 
  3.  Coordinated set of activities 
 

 
“Many student’s don’t realize that they need to get documentation.  
They’ve had an IEP all their life, and everybody did it for them, you 

know daddy and mommy, or mommy and a counselor or an 
advisor, and everybody did the paperwork.  And the school 

provided the evaluation.  And everything was paid for.” (professional) 

PN2 Needs Assessment, http://pepnet.org/sites/default/files/NAMASTERCOMPILEDPDF.pdf 



 Transition should start as early as possible-
preferably at least by elementary school 

 
 School transition legal age:  on or before 

14th birthday for Texas   

 
 Vocational rehab:  16th birthday 

 



 They (hard of hearing students) never 
used CART before like they had this 
morning.  That hasn’t been a choice for 
them.  The school (K-12) made the choices 
for them previously.  I mean, they only had 
one option maybe. (professional) 

 

PN2 Needs Assessment, http://pepnet.org/sites/default/files/NAMASTERCOMPILEDPDF.pdf 



 Eligibility vs Entitlement 

 Identify vs Disclosure 

 Documentation 

   Disability 

•   Disability Services 



             Student              Parent / School 

      responsibilities            responsibilities  

 

elementary school 

 

high school 

 

college/university 



 But what a lot of people think of 
Vocational Rehab, they think ‘oh, they can 
help me pay for school, or they can help 
me pay for assistive technology.’  But I 
think it’s a lot more than that, or it should 
be a lot more than that. I think that 
Vocational Rehab can help those 
individuals out more so by providing 
more of a direction or counseling services.  
(professional) 

PN2 Needs Assessment, http://pepnet.org/sites/default/files/NAMASTERCOMPILEDPDF.pdf 



 Department of Assistive Rehabilitation Services  
 Division for Rehabilitation Services (DRS) 

 Assistance during high school, college or work 
 training and during job search process.  Also later if 
 need additional help related to better job, 
 advancement, etc. 

 
•   Office for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services (DHHS) 

 Certificate of Deafness Tuition Waiver, Specialized 
 Telecommunication Assistance Program, 
 Deafness Resource Specialists, Hearing Loss Resource 
 Specialists 



 Be able to express your vocational goals. 

 Be enthusiastic and motivated. 

 Be willing to cooperate, communicate and 
commit. 



 How to get the 
application 
 
http://www.dars.state.tx.us/
dhhs/dhhsforms.shtml  

 

 When to submit it 
 
 What to do with it 

when it is approved 



 Required (IDEA) 
 
 Is a summary of academic and functional 

performance, including recommendations 
on how to assist student on meeting post-
secondary goals. 

 

*helps to establish student’s eligibility for reasonable 
accommodations and support in post-secondary education 
*Useful in the vocational rehabilitation assessment process  



  Should have background information (assessment 
results, disability information, functional limitations/
needs, post high school planning information) 

  Student’s post secondary goals 

  Academic, Cognitive, and Functional levels and what 
accommodations, modifications and AT might be 
necessary 

  Student input!!! (not required but strongly encouraged) 



 Approximately 75%(college)/50%( jobs) 
 Lack of preparation:  academic and 

vocational 
 Lack of self advocacy skills 
 Poor social skills 
 Limited understanding of soft skills 
 Inability to problem solve or make 

independent decisions 
 



 “If you don’t have confidence, you are not 
going to be a great self-advocate for 
yourself.  If you don’t have that initiative 
to go in and meet with a disability services 
office; I mean, in higher education, there 
are a lot of resources there, but if you don’t 
go out and search for those resources, then 
you can just be left kind of hung out to 
dry.”  (professional) 

 
PN2 Needs Assessment, http://pepnet.org/sites/default/files/NAMASTERCOMPILEDPDF.pdf 



 Start EARLY!! 
 Choice making 
 Understanding disability and able to 

explain to others 
 Understanding needs in a variety of 

environments 
 Know how to seek and request assistance 

or resources 
 Work ethic 
 Support system 



 Ultimately I struggled all through high school 
and elementary school and middle school, but I 

mean, to be even coming here feels weird 
because I never really considered myself as 

having a hearing loss because I’m so used to 
having to act like a normal kid and portray 

myself as a normal person, but I felt like coming 
here (a large postsecondary program for DHH) I 

could actually benefit from it whether than 
having to play what I’m not.  (student) 

PN2 Needs Assessment, http://pepnet.org/sites/default/files/NAMASTERCOMPILEDPDF.pdf 



  Texas Department of Rehabilitative Services   
 http://www.dars.state.tx.us/dhhs/  

  
  College For All Texans 

 http://www.collegefortexans.com  
 
  Texas Education Agency  

 http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=2147497727   

  National Secondary Transition Technical Assistance Center 
     www.nsttac.org  
 
  Postsecondary Education Programs and Network (PN2) 

 www.pepnet.org   
 
  Educational Resource Center on Deafness, Texas School for the Deaf 

 http://www.texasdhhresources.org   
 
  Deaf and Hard Transition Resources for Texas   

 http://www.dhhtexastransition.org  

  National Dissemination Center for Children with Disabilities 
http://nichcy.org/schoolage/transitionadult/students 
 

 
 


