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OBJECTIVES
Objective 1: Students will be able to explain the importance of Martin Luther King and
support why there is a holiday named for him.
Objective 2: Students will read a book about Martin Luther King and use at least two
phrases from the book to support their opinion.
Objective 3: Students will learn meanings and signs for new words, the spelling of those
words, and use their newly-acquired vocabulary as appropriate.

ASL INTRODUCTION

https://youtu.be/k4pYcpu-uWw

VOCABULARY
Vocabulary Activity 1: Quizlet
Direct students to:
•

Take the short quiz first and see how you do. Write down your score.

•

Then, study the vocabulary using

•

Lastly, take the quiz again. Write down your score. Did you do better? Show

flashcards.

your teacher your progress!

Vocabulary Activity 2: EdPuzzle

https://youtu.be/3vDWWy4CMhE
EdPuzzle: Watch the EdPuzzle video and answer the questions
Note: The teacher will not be able to record answers unless he/she has a free
EdPuzzle.com account.

BACKGROUND ACTIVITY
TEXT

Activity 1: How Many Heroes Can You Name?

Description:
Project the video and encourage students to name the heroes they recognize.
1. Divide students into small groups and ask them to come up with a list of ten ideas or
thoughts in answer to the question: What makes people important enough to be
called a hero or to have a special holiday named after them?
2. Have students combine their lists into one large list. Have them discuss and debate
the order of importance of each of the items on the list.

PRE-READING ACTIVITY
Activity 1:

Description: Students skim their chosen book or look at the glossary to make a list of
words they do not know. Students use the internet to research the meaning of the word
and the ASL sign for that word.
Students write their new words in the "New Words" box and color the image of their
choice:
PDF Versions: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. or Rosa Parks

READING ACTIVITIES
Activity 1: READING
Description: As they read the book, students look for ways in
which Martin Luther King could fit any of the responses they
listed. Have students make notes about the page number
and phrases that support their opinions.
Worksheet: Holiday for a Hero Worksheet

Book choices: (Note: Other books may be substituted.)
National Geographic: Martin Luther King, Jr.
2nd – 4th grade
Digital version available free through GetEpic.com free membership or
paid through Amazon

All About Martin Luther King, Jr.
4th – 6th grade
Digital version available free through GetEpic.com free membership or
paid through Amazon

Martin Luther King Jr Let Freedom Ring
Grades 6 and up
Digital version available free through OpenLibrary.org free membership
or paid through Amazon

Guiding Questions:
•

What was Martin Luther King, Jr.’s dream?

•

In what different ways did he tell people about his dream?

•

Why did Martin believe in using peaceful protests like marches to change things?

•

How did his idea of peaceful protest contrast with those who opposed him?

Whole Group Discussion
After reading, ask students in what ways Martin Luther King Jr. fits their idea of a hero or
someone important enough to have a special holiday. Students should refer to the book
and their notes to phrases that support their opinion.

CULMINATING ACTIVITY:
"I Have a Dream Too"
ASL Introduction

https://youtu.be/0n99DIs55BI

Overview of Project
Students watch the “I Have a Dream” speech and then create a speech of their own using
the same format.

LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Activity 1: Whole Group Discussion
Directions: Whole Group Activity: Discussion
Hand out copies of Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” portion of
his speech.
On their handout, have students highlight the subject of each of
Martin Luther King’s dreams and the setting (the where, such as the
entire nation, Alabama, “the south,” etc.). Point out that Martin Luther
King dreamed for his nation, he dreamed for all men and women
and all children, and he even had a dream for his own children.
Discuss with students what they think Martin Luther King Jr. would say today in his speech.
What problems would he want to solve? What issues would he see as being the most
important? What issues do they (the students) see as important? What would their dream
be? Guide students into thinking about the nation, the world, their community, and even
their family. Record students’ answers.
I Have a Dream Handout

Activity 2: I Have a Dream Too
Directions: Hand out copies of the “I Have a Dream Too”
worksheet.
Have students complete the worksheet on their own.
I Have a Dream Too Worksheet .
Alternate activity: Dream Cloud Mobile Worksheet

GROUP PROJECT IDEAS
Create Your Own ASL Version of the Speech
Directions: Divide students and give each a section of the “I Have a Dream” speech to sign.
Students create a poster with their version of the speech. This will be used in the video,
but can also be used as a "prompter" while they are signing their section of the video.
Students video themselves or each other signing their section of the speech, with the
written or printed portion shown before they begin signing.
Teacher or student string videos together.
Posters can be hung in order on bulletin board or wall.

Below is a partial storyboard:

If you complete this project, we would love to highlight your students’
accomplishment! Send us your video to be posted here and on our YouTube channel!

Collaborative Poster
1.Show students completed poster.
2.Hand out coloring sheets for the
collaborative poster. (Note: for ease of
combining the poster later, trim tiles
according to instructions before handing
out to students.)
3.Refer to the numbered grid and have
students write the number of their piece (in
pencil) on the back of their coloring page.
4.On the numbered grid, you may want to
record the student's name in each tile.
5.Discuss colors they would like to use for
background and other elements.
6.Have students look back at their “I Have a
Dream Too” worksheet and/or the book
they read and decide on a word or phrase
they would like to write on their coloring
sheet. (Teacher might want to make a list so
students do not repeat what another student has chosen.)
7. Hand out colors or colored pencils and have students color their tiles.
8. Hand out markers and have students write their word or phrase on their tile. Encourage
students to write in pencil first and trace over with marker.
9. Have a group of students (or the teacher) tape the back of the poster together.
10.Hang in a prominent area.
Coloring Pages (Zip file) Click to download a compressed file of 16 coloring pages.
Numbered Grid Click to download a numbered grid.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
• 1. Recommended viewing: Our Friend Martin
2. Guided reading: I Have a Dream Speech
◦

Link to entire speech.

◦

Use this guided reading handout as students read the speech.

More Activities and Ideas
bulletin board ideas, art projects and more, visit our Martin Luther King Jr. Pinterest page!

SUPPORTING MATERIAL
Although all supporting materials are linked from this document, we are providing them
here for your convenience.
List of supporting materials:
Language Arts TEKS
Social Studies TEKS
Martin Luther King Coloring Page
Rosa Parks Coloring Page
Holiday for a Hero
I Have a Dream Speech
I Have a Dream Too
Cloud Worksheet
MLK Poster Project Numbered Grid
MLK Poster Project Coloring Sheets

Language Arts TEKS 5th - 9th
TEKS

5th

5.1 The student develops oral language through listening, speaking, and discussion.
5.1.A listen actively to interpret verbal and non-verbal messages, ask relevant questions, and make pertinent comments;
5.1.B follow, restate, and give oral instructions that include multiple action steps;
5.2.A demonstrate and apply phonetic knowledge by:
5.2.A.i decoding words with consonant changes, including /t/ to /sh/ such as in select and selection and /k/ to/sh/ such as music and musician;
5.2.A.ii decoding multisyllabic words with closed syllables; open syllables; VCe syllable; vowel teams, including digraphs and diphthongs; r-controlled syllables; and final
stable syllables;
5.2.B demonstrate and apply spelling knowledge by:
5.2.B.i spelling multisyllabic words with closed syllables; open syllables; VCe syllables; vowel teams, including digraphs and diphthongs; r-controlled syllables; and final
stable syllables;
5.2.B.ii spelling words with consonant changes, including /t/ to /sh/ such as in select and selection and /k/ to /sh/ such as music and musician;
5.2.B.iii spelling multisyllabic words with multiple sound-spelling patterns;
5.3 The student uses newly acquired vocabulary expressively.
5.3.A use print or digital resources to determine meaning, syllabication, pronunciation, and word origin;
5.4 The student reads grade-level text with fluency and comprehension. The student is expected to use appropriate fluency rate, accuracy, and prosody when reading
grade-level text.
5.5 The student reads grade-appropriate texts independently. The student is expected to self-select text and read independently for a sustained period of time.
5.6 The student uses metacognitive skills to both develop and deepen comprehension of increasingly complex texts.
5.6.F make inferences and use evidence to support understanding; (2017)
5.6.H synthesize information to create new understanding; and
5.6.I monitor comprehension and make adjustments such as re-reading, using background knowledge, asking questions, and annotating when understanding breaks
down.
5.7 The student responds to an increasingly challenging variety of sources that are read, heard, or viewed.
5.7.C use text evidence to support an appropriate response;
5.7.F respond using newly acquired vocabulary as appropriate; and

6th
6.1 The student develops oral language through listening, speaking, and discussion.
6.1.A listen actively to interpret a message, ask clarifying questions, and respond appropriately;
6.1.B follow and give oral instructions that include multiple action steps;
6.3 The student reads grade-level text with fluency and comprehension. The student is expected to adjust fluency when reading grade-level text based on the reading
purpose.
6.4 The student reads grade-appropriate texts independently. The student is expected to self-select text and read independently for a sustained period of time.
6.5 The student uses metacognitive skills to both develop and deepen comprehension of increasingly complex texts.
6.5.H synthesize information to create new understanding; and
6.6 The student responds to an increasingly challenging variety of sources that are read, heard, or viewed.
6.6.C use text evidence to support an appropriate response;
6.6.D paraphrase and summarize texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical order;
6.6.F respond using newly acquired vocabulary as appropriate;

7th
7.1 The student develops oral language through listening, speaking, and discussion.
7.1.A listen actively to interpret a message and ask clarifying questions that build on others' ideas;
7.1.B follow and give complex oral instructions to perform specific tasks, answer questions, or solve problems;
7.3 The student reads grade-level text with fluency and comprehension. The student is expected to adjust fluency when reading grade-level text based on the reading
purpose.
7.4 The student reads grade-appropriate texts independently. The student is expected to self-select text and read independently for a sustained period of time.
7.5.C make, correct, or confirm predictions using text features, characteristics of genre, and structures;
7.5 The student uses metacognitive skills to both develop and deepen comprehension of increasingly complex texts.
7.5.F make inferences and use evidence to support understanding;
7.5.H synthesize information to create new understanding; and
7.6 The student responds to an increasingly challenging variety of sources that are read, heard, or viewed.
7.6.C use text evidence to support an appropriate response;
7.6.D paraphrase and summarize texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical order;
7.6.F respond using newly acquired vocabulary as appropriate;

8th
8.1 The student develops oral language through listening, speaking, and discussion.
8.1.A listen actively to interpret a message by summarizing, asking questions, and making comments;
8.1.B follow and give complex oral instructions to perform specific tasks, answer questions, or solve problems;
8.3 The student reads grade-level text with fluency and comprehension. The student is expected to adjust fluency when reading grade-level text based on the reading
purpose.
8.4 The student reads grade-appropriate texts independently. The student is expected to self-select text and read independently for a sustained period of time.
8.5.F make inferences and use evidence to support understanding;
8.5.H synthesize information to create new understanding; and
8.5 The student uses metacognitive skills to both develop and deepen comprehension of increasingly complex texts.
8.6.C use text evidence to support an appropriate response;
8.6 The student responds to an increasingly challenging variety of sources that are read, heard, or viewed.
8.6.D paraphrase and summarize texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical order;
8.6.F respond using newly acquired vocabulary as appropriate;

9th
Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Literary Nonfiction. Students understand, make inferences and draw conclusions about the varied structural patterns and features
of literary nonfiction and provide evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to analyze how literary essays interweave personal examples
and ideas with factual information to explain, present a perspective, or describe a situation or event.
produce a multimedia presentation (e.g., documentary, class newspaper, docudrama, infomercial, visual or textual parodies, theatrical production) with graphics, images,
and sound that conveys a distinctive point of view and appeals to a specific audience.
Writing/Expository and Procedural Texts. Students write expository and procedural or work-related texts to communicate ideas and information to specific audiences for
specific purposes. Students are expected to:
Oral and Written Conventions/Spelling. Students spell correctly. Students are expected to spell correctly, including using various resources to determine and check correct
spellings.
Oral and Written Conventions/Handwriting, Capitalization, and Punctuation. Students write legibly and use appropriate capitalization and punctuation conventions in their
compositions. Students are expected to:
use conventions of capitalization; and
use correct punctuation marks including
Listening and Speaking/Listening. Students will use comprehension skills to listen attentively to others in formal and informal settings. Students will continue to apply
earlier standards with greater complexity. Students are expected to:
follow and give complex oral instructions to perform specific tasks, answer questions, solve problems, and complete processes; and

The Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King:
Social Studies TEKS 5th - 9th
TEKS

5th
SS.5.5 History. The student understands important issues, events, and individuals in the United States during the 20th and 21st centuries. The student is expected
to:
SS.5.5a analyze various issues and events of the 20th century such as industrialization, urbanization, increased use of oil and gas, the Great Depression, the
world wars, the civil rights movement, and military actions;
SS.5.5c identify the accomplishments of individuals and groups such as Jane Addams, Susan B. Anthony, Dwight Eisenhower, Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks,
Cesar Chavez, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Ronald Reagan, Colin Powell, the Tuskegee Airmen, and the 442nd Regimental Combat Team who have made
contributions to society in the areas of civil rights, women's rights, military actions, and politics.
SS.5.24 Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of valid sources, including electronic
technology. The student is expected to:
SS.5.24a differentiate between, locate, and use valid primary and secondary sources such as computer software; interviews; biographies; oral, print, and visual
material; documents; and artifacts to acquire information about the United States;
SS.5.24e identify the historical context of an event.
SS.5.25 Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is expected to:
SS.5.25a use social studies terminology correctly;
SS.5.25b incorporate main and supporting ideas in verbal and written communication;
SS.5.25c express ideas orally based on research and experiences;
SS.5.25d create written and visual material such as journal entries, reports, graphic organizers, outlines, and bibliographies; and
SS.5.25e use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation.

6th
SS.6.15 Culture. The student understands the similarities and differences within and among cultures in various world societies. The student is expected to:
SS.6.15d analyze the experiences and evaluate the contributions of diverse groups to multicultural societies;
SS.6.15f identify and explain examples of conflict and cooperation between and among cultures.
SS.6.22 Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is expected to:
SS.6.22a use social studies terminology correctly;
SS.6.22b incorporate main and supporting ideas in verbal and written communication based on research;
SS.6.22c express ideas orally based on research and experiences;
SS.6.22d create written and visual material such as journal entries, reports, graphic organizers, outlines, and bibliographies based on research;
SS.6.22e use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation; and

7th
SS.7.17 Citizenship. The student understands the importance of the expression of different points of view in a democratic society. The student is expected to:
SS.7.17b describe the importance of free speech and press in a democratic society; and
SS.7.21 Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired through established research methodologies from
a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology. The student is expected to:
SS.7.21b analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing,
making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions;
SS.7.21d identify points of view from the historical context surrounding an event and the frame of reference that influenced the participants;
SS.7.21f identify bias in written, oral, and visual material;
SS.7.22 Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is expected to:
SS.7.22a use social studies terminology correctly;
SS.7.22b use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, punctuation, and proper citation of sources;
SS.7.22c transfer information from one medium to another, including written to visual and statistical to written or visual, using computer software as appropriate;
and Texas

8th
Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is expected to:
use social studies terminology correctly;
use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, punctuation, and proper citation of sources;
transfer information from one medium to another, including written to visual and statistical to written or visual, using computer software as appropriate

9th
United States History Studies Since 1877
2 History. The student understands traditional historical points of reference in U.S. history from 1877 to the present. The student is expected to:
2.A identify the major characteristics that define an historical era;
2.D explain the significance of the following years as turning points: 1898 (Spanish-American War), 1914-1918 (World War I), 1929 (the Great Depression begins),
1939-1945 (World War II), 1957 (Sputnik launch ignites U.S.-Soviet space race), 1968-1969 (Martin Luther King Jr. assassination and U.S. lands on the moon),
1991 (Cold War ends), 2001 (terrorist attacks on World Trade Center and the Pentagon), and 2008 (election of first black president, Barack Obama).
3 History. The student understands the political, economic, and social changes in the United States from 1877 to 1898. The student is expected to:
3.C analyze social issues affecting women, minorities, children, immigrants, urbanization, the Social Gospel, and philanthropy of industrialists; and
9 History. The student understands the impact of the American civil rights movement. The student is expected to:
9.B describe the roles of political organizations that promoted civil rights, including ones from African American, Chicano, American Indian, women's, and other
civil rights movements;
9.C identify the roles of significant leaders who supported various rights movements, including Martin Luther King Jr., Cesar Chavez, Rosa Parks, Hector P.
Garcia, and Betty Friedan;
9.E discuss the impact of the writings of Martin Luther King Jr. such as his "I Have a Dream" speech and "Letter from Birmingham Jail" on the civil rights
movement;
9.F describe presidential actions and congressional votes to address minority rights in the United States, including desegregation of the armed forces, the Civil
Rights acts of 1957 and 1964, and the Voting Rights Act of 1965;
9.I describe how litigation such as the landmark cases of Brown v. Board of Education, Mendez v. Westminster, Hernandez v. Texas, Delgado v. Bastrop I.S.D.,
Edgewood I.S.D. v. Kirby, and Sweatt v. Painter played a role in protecting the rights of the minority during the civil rights movement.
26 Culture. The student understands how people from various groups contribute to our national identity. The student is expected to:
26.A explain actions taken by people to expand economic opportunities and political rights, including those for racial, ethnic, and religious minorities as well as
women, in American society;
26.C explain how the contributions of people of various racial, ethnic, gender, and religious groups shape American culture;
26.D identify the political, social, and economic contributions of women such as Frances Willard, Jane Addams, Eleanor Roosevelt, Dolores Huerta, Sonia
Sotomayor, and Oprah Winfrey to American society;
30 Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is expected to:
30.A create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies information;
30.B use correct social studies terminology to explain historical concepts; and
Subchapter C. High School

My New Words
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My New Words
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________
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Holiday for a Hero
What makes a person important enough to be called a hero, or to have a holiday named for him
or her? Discuss in class and record your answers here:

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
As you read your book, look for ways in which Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. fits your answers
above. Write down the page number and the word or phrase that supports your answer.
Page Number

Word or Phrase

____________

______________________________________________________________

____________

______________________________________________________________

____________

______________________________________________________________

____________

______________________________________________________________

____________

______________________________________________________________

____________

______________________________________________________________

____________

______________________________________________________________

I Have a Dream
by
Martin Luther King, Jr.
I say to you today, my friends, so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I
still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.
I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed:
"We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are
created equal."
I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the
sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners
will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.
I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a
state sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with
the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of
freedom and justice.
I have a dream that my four little children will one day live
in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of
their skin but by the content of their character.
I have a dream today.
I have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor having
his lips dripping with the words of interposition and nullification; one day right there in
Alabama, little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and
white girls as sisters and brothers.
I have a dream today.
I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made
low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight, and the
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.
This is our hope. This is the faith that I go back to the South with. With this faith we will be able
to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this faith we will be able to
transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With
this faith we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail
together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day.

"I Have a Dream Too!"

After reading Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I Have a
Dream” speech, write your own version of that speech by
filling in the blanks below.

I have a dream that one day this nation will __________________________________________
I have a dream that one day _______________________________________________________
I have a dream that one day _______________________________________________________
I have a dream that ______________________________________________________________
I have a dream today.
I have a dream that one day _______________________________________________________
I have a dream today.
I have a dream that one day _______________________________________________________
This is my hope and faith.
With this faith, we will be able to __________________________________________________
This will be the day when ________________________________________________________

Cloud Activity Directions:
1. Take a photo of each child and print out to fit in the
area above “I Have a Dream.”
2. Print (on cardstock) one handout for each child .
3. Distribute handout and photos to students.
4. Have student write his or her name above
“I Have a Dream” and paste on photo.
5. Have students write out a personal dream
for each of the clouds. Guide students,
if necessary, to use the words you
recorded in the whole group discussion.
6. Have students cut out clouds, attach
the “I Have a Dream” cloud to a
hanger, and attach the other
clouds so they hang below
the larger cloud.

I Have a Dream

For my world
For my
community

For my
country
For my
school
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