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American Violet (2008). Produced by Bill Haney. PG-13. A single
African-American mother struggles to clear her name after being
wrongly accused and arrested for dealing drugs in an impoverished
town in Texas. Based on True Story. (Running Time: 103 minutes.)

Audism Unveiled (2008). Produced by Ben Bahan, H-Dirksen

FILMS

Films (In Alphabetical Order)

Bauman, and Facundo Montenegro. Not Rated. Going beyond
definitions, this powerful documentary uses real life experiences from
Deaf people of varied social, racial, and educational boundaries -showing how this form of oppression does lasting and harmful damage.
(Running Time: 57 minutes.)

A Brutal Awakening (2009). Produced by Andrew Jones. Not
Rated. This documentary film produced by Andrew Jones portrays the
life of a transgendered teenager and explains the struggles of being
bullied because of gender identity. This film is shown online through
dsdj.gallaudet.edu. Click on Issue 1, Fall 2009. (Running Time: 12
minutes 33 seconds.)

Coach

Carter (2005). Produced by Thomas Carter. PG-13.
Controversy surrounds high school basketball coach Ken Carter after
made headlines in 1999 for benching his MVP and undefeated team due
to poor academic results. Based on True Story. (Running Time: 136
minutes.)

Crash (2004). Produced by Paul Haggis. R. Racial and social
tensions in Los Angeles, CA occur when several characters’ stories
interweave during two days- Victims of racism are often shown to be
racist themselves in different contexts and situations. Racist remarks
are often shown to stem from ignorance and misconception rather
than a malicious personality. (Running Time: 113 minutes.)
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A young teacher inspires her class of at-risk students to learn
tolerance, apply themselves, and pursue education beyond
high school. http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0463998/

Finding Forrester (2000)
An afro-american teen writing prodigy finds a mentor in a
reclusive author. http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0181536/

FILMS

Freedom Writers (2007)

Iron Jawed Angels (2004) Produced by HBO Films. Not
Rated. Taking a fresh and contemporary look at a pivotal event in
American history, Iron Jawed Angels tells the true story of how
defiant and brilliant young activists took the women's suffrage
movement by storm, putting their lives at risk to help American
women win the right to vote. (RUNNING TIME: 124 mins.)

Miss Representation (2011)
Explores the under-representation of women in positions of
power and influence in America, and challenges the media's
limited portrayal of what it means to be a powerful woman.
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1784538/?ref_=sr_1

One Woman, One Vote (2011)
This program documents the struggle which culminated in the
passing of the 19th Amendment in the U.S. Senate by one vote.
Witness the 70-year struggle for women's suffrage.
http://www.amazon.com/One-Woman-Vote-SusanSarandon/dp/B000E3LGTC
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Pay It Forward (2000)
A young boy attempts to make the world a better place after
his teacher gives him that chance.
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0223897/?ref_=sr_1

Through Deaf Eyes (2007)

FILMS

Films (In Alphabetical Order)

History Through Deaf Eyes will take a look at deaf culture
from the 19th century to the present. The 90 minute
production for PBS will include short films.
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0487158/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1

‘Til Domestic Violence Does Us Part (2009). A MosDeux
film. Not Rated. SUMMARY: A Deaf couple struggle with
Domestic Violence. ASL, Captioned. Film is offered online
through
http://www.deaf-hope.org/information/dvd.php
(RUNNING TIME: 10 minutes.)
For review, check out: http://www.ascdeaf.com/blog/?p=301

Walk Out (2006)
Tired of being treated unequally, decides to take action and
stage a walkout at five East Los Angeles high schools in 1968,
to protest educational conditions and complain of anti-Mexican
educational bias along with some 10,000 students.
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0452703/

I am Sam (2001)
A mentally retarded man fights for custody of his 7-year-old
daughter, and in the process teaches his cold-hearted lawyer
the value of love and family.

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0277027/?ref_=sr_1
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The Great Debaters (2007)
A drama based on the true story of Melvin B. Tolson, a
professor at Wiley College Texas. In 1935, he inspired
students to form the school's first debate team, which went
on to challenge Harvard in the national championship.
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0427309/?ref_=sr_1

Ray (2004)

FILMS

Films (In Alphabetical Order)

The life and career of the legendary popular music pianist,
Ray Charles.
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0350258/?ref_=sr_5
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By Category
RACISM/ CIVIL RIGHTS:
American Violet
Coach Carter
Crash*
Freedom Writers
Finding Forrester
The Great Debaters
Walk Out
ABLEISM:
Benny and Joon *AUTISM
Temple Grandin *ASPEBEREGERS (AUTISM)
A Beautiful Mind *SCHNIZOPHRENIA
At First Sight *BLINDNESS
I am Sam * INTELLECTUALLY DISABLED
Ray *BLINDNESS
What’s Eating Gilbert Grape *INTELLECTUALLY DISABLED
Audism Unveiled *DEAFNESS
Through Deaf Eyes *DEAFNESS
Walk Out *LINGUICISM
SEXISM:
Iron Jawed Angels
Miss Representation
One Woman, One Vote
Till Domestic Violence Do Us Part
BULLYING:
A Brutal Awakening
BULLIED
The Bully Project
Pay It Forward
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Precautions about watching films
Accessibility
Make sure subtitles are turned on for these movies so they are
accessible to Deaf/Hard of Hearing students and check for transcripts
for Visually Impaired students.

Check for Understanding
Make sure you pause the film from time to time and check for
understanding at specific clips.

Discussion Guide
Many of these social justice themed films come with a list of
discussion questions (online) to guide students/teachers to a better
understanding of the intent and educational lessons within the
films. You may also use the questions as an assignment where
students “reflect” on the message delivered in these films. Ask
students to write down their most “touching” moment in the film.

Get Parent Permission Forms Signed
Get parent’s permission/approval for showing films and inform
your supervisor/principal about this.
Under Resources section of Social Justice Project Lecture Series
web is a parent permission form template. Please feel free to
revise according to your students/school philosophy.
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